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It's hands-on construction

Annual event introduces
youngsters to building
industry as they make
projects judged by pros.

By DONALD BRADLEY
The Kansas City Star

Plop — a big glob of mortar
mix landed on the bricklayer’s
boot.

Well, at least it didn't get on
ber polka dot pants.

Marley Mattingly of Blue
Springs just smiled. She is 3,
had on safety goggles and with
trowel in hand had a big time
doing a little masonry work
Saturday morning.

:All around her, Kids were
plastering, fini concrete,
doing carpenny seﬁmg x

under the watchful

Builders’ Training
North Kansas City.
‘The event, sponsored by the
Greater Kansas City chapter of
the National Association . of
Women in Construction, aims
fo introduce youngsters to con-
struction trades. ;

Later on, about 80 children
in first through sixth grades
put on yellow hard hats, got
down on the floor and took the
challenge:

From a plastic bag with a
hundred Legos, aluminum foil,
construction paper and string,
make something trades- related
in 45 minutes.

Projects were judged and
prizes awarded.

Josh Cummins, 10, of Kansas.
City, with an idea in mind,
jumped right in at “Gol” He
had told his mother the day be-
fore that he wanted to make a

pingpong paddle with his inter-
locking block Legos.

She reminded him it must
hi\lrle something to do with a
buildi

“Well, then I'll build a build-

KEITH MYERSI THE KANSAS CITY ST

Ten-year-old Joshua Cummlm (foreground) and about 65

other first- th

h sixth-g
Saturday in the Block Kids | Bullding Program.

ing that looks like a pir
paddle” hetoldbher. -

So he did. His project stood
like the trendy corporate head-

quarters of a pingpong paddle

mani §
‘The kids weren't just playing
with Legus said Chuck Zar-
relli, who teaches construction
trades at Johnson County Com-
munity College and served as a

]udge and adviser
They are leatmng ‘the con

cept of putting things to-

gether,” Zarrelli said. “I used to
do that with Lincoln 4

Close by, Molly Reilly, 12, of
Prairie Village put the final
touches on.... something.

A judge knelt down and
asked her what it was.

“A crane-dozer,” she said.

took part

Davxd Derakhshanian nod-
ded. He then read a question
off his clipboard: “How does
this benefit ﬁ':eindustry?”
was obvious.

“Two for one” she sald.
“More efficient, less manpower
needed. Less sweating.”

Derakhshanian  smiled = at
that. He loves this event. He
used to be one of the kids on
the floor. Now 23 and an elec-

‘trical estimator, he comes back

10 judge. :
“Do you want ho work in one
of the trades?” he asked Molly.
She thought a moment.
“I want to be like Leonardo
da"wggrci — acreator, an artist, a

Judge Jay Lind, a sheet metal
worker, nodded approval at
John Matulis’ work. And to

_ think it almost didn’t

John of Lenexa said he didn't
get the idea for his factory with
solar-powered conveyors until
the night before.

“T'was brainstorming in bed
and it came to me.”

He’s 9. He brainstorms.

To reach Donald Bradley, call
816-234-4182 or send e-mail to
dbradley@kcstar.com.
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